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As September draws to a close and the visitors have mostly headed home until ski season, it’s an
opportunity for all of us to focus on the basics once again. 

For example, school is back in session, and that means we need our drivers to pay extra attention out on
the roads. Keep an eye out for school zones, and if keeping kids safe is what it takes, take this opportunity
to put your phone somewhere you won’t be tempted to look at it while you’re driving. After a busy summer,
our traffic team and patrol officers are visiting the local schools, monitoring the school zones and making
sure we keep all our kids safe. 

Safe driving extends to everywhere else in town, as well. You may notice that on our social media
accounts recently, we’ve been focusing on road safety, driver responsibilities and traffic laws you may not
know about. We get a lot of calls and emails from people concerned about drivers running red lights and
speeding on the Parkway. Please do your part to keep Bend safe - our officers can’t be everywhere, and
so we appreciate drivers who are responsible.

With the implementation of HB 4002, it’s a good time to remind our community that possession of a
controlled substance is once again illegal, and it is a crime you can be arrested for. Our officers have spent
time this month learning about the new deflection process that can help those struggling with drug
addiction to access treatment. 

Finally, with fall comes a new crop of Police Chief Advisory Committee members. We are thrilled to have
11 new community members who have stepped up to provide insight, advice and assistance to our
Department. We appreciate that you’re taking time out of your busy schedules to help make our community
safer and our Department more effective. 

Stay safe out there - and call us if you need us.
Chief Mike Krantz
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National Night Out Helps Connect Community and Police
On Aug. 6, Bend Police hosted National Night Out at Bear Creek Elementary. We were thrilled to
have hundreds of community members join us for a fun night of games, food and community
building. From the pie-eating contest and dunk tank to the hot dogs and watermelon, to the
demonstrations and community groups on site, it was a great evening! 

These opportunities to connect law enforcement with the community when there isn’t a crime or an
emergency to respond to are really valuable, and our Department values the time with members of
the public. Thanks for coming out, and see you next year! 
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6/20/24 - 9/10/24

In-service takes on new deflection process
At the Bend Police Department’s third quarterly in-service training, officers not only spent time working on
tactics and shooting at the range, they also spent an hour and a half learning from the Deschutes County
District Attorney’s Office and Deschutes County jail personnel about HB 4002, which once again allows
officers to arrest people for possession of a controlled substances. 

The new law amends Measure 110, which decriminalized user amounts of drugs. Now, officers can cite
people for possession, but they can also offer those people deflection, which will allow the offenders to
seek treatment for their addiction. If successful, the offender will have that case dismissed. 

The goal is to offer people struggling with drug addiction a path to enter treatment, and it gives our officers
the discretion to assist those who might be willing to accept help. 

Not everyone will be eligible for deflection - juveniles, sex offenders and those who don’t live in the tri-
county area, for example. Our officers will apply the new law with an eye toward keeping our community
safe, and helping those who are willing. 
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