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GO BOND ROAD CONSTRUCTION
SET TO BEGIN

CITY WATER COMPETES
FOR NATIONAL TITLE

The transportation bond measure that was approved by voters last year kicks into high gear this
summer with construction of three new roundabouts. City staff are currently working with a
team of road and traffic engineers, led by HDR
Engineering of Bend, to design the projects. Work
on the roundabouts will take place through the
summer and fall, with completion before year end.

The City of Bend has been awarded the title of Best Tasting
Water for the Pacific Northwest
by the American Water Works
Association.

Watch for summer construction at the following
locations:
• Simpson Ave./Mt. Washington Dr.
• Brookswood Blvd./Powers Rd.
• 18th St./Empire Ave.
Signed detour routes will be in place for portions
of the construction. Detour maps and other project
information can be found at www.bendoregon.
gov/GOBond.
The $30 million program features six projects, with
the largest being a major upgrade of SE Reed
Market Road from 3rd St. to 27th St. Reed Market
is a complex design project with utility relocations
and right-of-way acquisition. The design work is
under way, with construction set to begin in a year.
In addition to upgrading our transportation infrastructure to improve safety and reduce congestion,
the transportation bond program
will support 1,100 jobs.
Scan this with your smartphone’s
code reader app for more info on
GO Bond projects.

We’d like your feedback:

City of Bend
City Manager’s Office

Bend competed against seven
other subsection winners from best
tasting water contests in Oregon,
Washington, and Idaho in order to
win the regional title at the May 2,
2012, Pacific Northwest Section
AWWA conference in Yakima,
Washington.
Water samples were scored on a scale of 1 to 10
by a panel of judges in three categories, which
were odor, flavor and aftertaste. After one round of
taste testing, Bend tied for first place with another
utility, resulting in a “taste-off.” Bend won the
head-to-head comparison with the highest score.
“Bend residents know that our water tastes great,
and we’re proud to share the news with the entire
region,” said Paul Rheault, Bend Public Works
Director. “We’re fortunate that our surface and
ground water provide such high quality options for
the community.”
Bend won AWWA’s Cascade to Coast subsection
in Eugene last February with a sample from its
surface water source. A groundwater sample was
used for the Yakima competition.
(continued on back)
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(City Water Competes for National Title... continued)

This victory advances the City of Bend to the “Best of the Best” Taste Test at the AWWA Annual Conference and Exposition in Dallas, Texas, to compete against water providers from AWWA’s 43 sections on
June 12, 2012.

NEW FIRE MARSHAL
Larry Medina has been promoted to the position of Fire Marshal of the
Bend Fire Department. The Fire Marshal manages the department's Fire
Prevention Division which consists of six deputy fire marshals and one
administrative assistant. The Fire Marshal is in charge of public fire
safety education; investigates the cause of fires; and enforces fire codes
and laws within all public and commercial buildings.
Medina started with the Department in 2005 as a Fire Inspector and was
promoted to Deputy Fire Marshal in 2010. Medina says one of his goals
as Fire Marshal will be to serve as an ambassador for the department by
providing quality customer service through the promotion of fire safety
for residents and visitors in Bend and the Deschutes County Rural Fire
Protection District.
Medina replaces Gary Marshall who is retiring and has served as Fire
Marshal since 1995. Medina starts his new role on June 26.

REFINANCING SAVES CITY $2.5 MILLION
The City has taken advantage of historically low interest rates to significantly reduce the borrowing costs on long-term debt. The savings
from refinancing done over the last two fiscal years will total nearly
$2.5 million.
Debt issued in 2000 for water improvements was refinanced last
fiscal year from an interest rate of 5.06 percent to 1.56 percent, while
debt issued in 2002 for sewer improvements was recently refinanced
from an interest rate of 4.48 percent down to 2.03 percent. This will
save the City $1.5 million over the life of the loans.
Debt that was issued in 2002 to fund the expansion of the police station was also recently refinanced,
reducing the interest rate to 2.60 percent from 4.96 percent. Savings will total $989 thousand over the life of
the debt.
These savings will provide funds for other operating or infrastructure needs. The City will
continue to take advantage of refinancing opportunities wherever possible to reduce
interest costs and find savings for taxpayers.

City Council
The Bend City Council meets the first and third Wednesdays of each month. For upcoming
meeting dates, agendas and more information, visit www.bendoregon.gov.

