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OPPORTUNITY FUND HELPS CREATE JOBS
In This Issue:
Bend
Opportunity
Fund

The Bend Opportunity Fund has
proven to be an effective tool in
the City’s multi-faceted economic
development program. The fund is
a forgivable loan program designed to provide funding for smaller
businesses to create new living wage
jobs. To date, the Bend Opportunity
Fund has helped add more than 50
new jobs in our community. Businesses that have received funding
include Manzama, Nashelle and
Play Outdoors.
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The program provides approximately
$1,000 to $2,000 per new job created to those local companies that
are approved for funding by the City
Council. Money has been used to
fund business expansions including
training, new computers and software, equipment and other items
that will help businesses grow. The
Opportunity Fund was approved by
the City Council in April 2010 with
$100,000 and has been a popular
program. If all the money that has
been applied for to date is awarded,
there will be less than $10,000 left in
the fund. The program was created
with one-time funds the City received
as a result of a franchise fee audit.
The Opportunity Fund is being implemented jointly by Economic
Development for Central Oregon
(EDCO) and the City. If you have
any questions about the program,

contact Jon Skidmore, Bend Business
Advocate, at 541-693-2175 or
jskidmore@ci.bend.or.us or Eric
Strobel with EDCO at 541-388-3236
or eric@edcoinfo.com.
To learn more about the
City’s efforts to grow jobs,
scan this with your Smartphone’s bar code reader.

DID YOU KNOW?

The United States Environmental
Protection Agency (USEPA) has
issued new drinking water regulations
that require treatment of surface
water by October 2012. This means
that the City is required to build a
new treatment facility for the water
that comes from its Bridge Creek
source. For more information, visit
www.ci.bend.or.us/surfacewater.

Wipes clog pipes –
use the trash, not
the toilet

FREE SMOKE ALARM CAMPAIGN
Smoke alarms are critical to home fire safety
because they alert us to fire in its early stages.
Even more important, they can alert us to a fire
when we are most vulnerable - when we are
asleep at night.
Most fire victims die in homes because the
smoke alarms were not working, or because
the batteries were dead, disconnected, or
missing. The presence of a working smoke
alarm doubles your chances of surviving a fire.

Many household cleaning
products are labeled and
marketed as "disposable"
but that doesn't mean
you should flush them
down the toilet. Disinfecting wipes, baby wipes,
mop refills, paper towels,
towelettes and other
cleaning supplies don't
dissolve. They clog pipes
and cause expensive and
time-consuming repairs
for homeowners.
These products also get
tangled up and stuck in
public sewer pipes and
pump station equipment,
leading to sewer backups.
Save yourself and your
wastewater utility from
a pain in the drain; put
wipes, rags and towels in
the trash, not the toilet.

Smoke alarm tips:
• Install smoke alarms on every level of your home, inside and outside
each sleeping area.
• Replace smoke alarms over 10 years old.
• Hard-wired alarms (those connected directly to home electrical systems)
should have battery back-ups.
• Never disconnect or remove batteries from smoke alarms for other uses.
• Make a home escape plan and practice it.
If you live in Bend, and wish to inquire about the installation of free smoke
alarms in your home, please contact the Bend Fire Department at
541-322-6309.

Road Work Underway:
Slow Down, Be Safe
The warm weather has arrived and the Bend Public Works Department will be performing high profile maintenance activities on the
City’s roadways. Street maintenance is critical to prevent roadway
degradation and to maintain safety on our roads.
When approaching the work crews, please remain patient. Please
follow the directions of flaggers and work zone signs. Cutting in front
of or between maintenance vehicles or speeding can be dangerous to
you, other drivers and to maintenance workers.
We apologize for any inconvenience or delay these maintenance
activities may cause you. Please remember that the safety of work
crews performing jobs in the right-of-way is most important, and that
these functions are done to improve the safety of the public.

City Council
The Bend City Council
meets the first and third
Wednesdays of each
month. For upcoming
meeting dates, agendas
and more information,
visit www.ci.bend.or.us.
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